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Geology and Fossil Effect on Human Beings
Introduction
Fossil refers to the remains of plants or animals that have been preserved. These remains are of plants and animals that used to exist long ago and their bodies were covered in sediments like underseas, sand and mud. Geology is the study of earth science such as history, structure and processes that occur on materials. These materials may involve animals, plants and rocks. Geologists identify the traces or imprints of these materials that have been preserved in the crust (Zhuet al., 2018). Skeleton remains of animals are the most common fossils that are preserved. Geology is essential because it helps researchers get more information about various species where some of them, like dinosaurs, have become instinct. Fossils are not very common compared to the number of organisms used to live because some organisms had no hard parts, such as skeletons, that could be preserved. Due to physical and chemical processes such as erosion and recrystallization, some of these remains were destroyed. The effect of fossilization where minerals replace the remains of these organisms, the skeleton and tissues could not survive. This study is about geology and its significance to human beings.
Literature Review
Previous studies have been done in an attempt to identify the effect of geology on human beings. Geology plays an essential role in the human understanding of the existence of various organisms (Washington et al., 2017). Human beings need some proof of whether some organisms existed. Some of these organisms are rare or have become extinct. Through geology, people can understand more about the structure, age and habitat of the organisms (Davis & Todd, 2017). The study shows that geology impacts human beings, where they can relate the similarities and differences between organisms that used to exist a long time ago and those that are still existing.
Geology is essential because it contributes to different thinking perspectives in studying. Through geology, organisms can be classified according to specific characteristics which are easily identifiable (Zhu et al., 2018). This study is critical because it contributed to more researches on the structural characteristics of organisms. According to He et al (2017), geology is an important field because it helps identify and understand some of the natural occurrences such as earthquakes, eruptions, landslides, and rockfalls. Through geology, people can detect the occurrence and risks associated with these scenarios. Geology helps in preventing these problems. People can predict the possibilities of these scenarios in the future and avoid the outcome of the possible risks early in advance.
Hypothesis
I developed various hypotheses that I would use to help me in carrying out the study. It hypothesized that the study of earth science affects human beings.
1. The effect of geology and fossil on human beings
2. How do fossils influence human understanding?
3. Do previous studies affect human beings?
4. I expect the study of animal and plant remains to create a better human understanding. 
5. I expect previous studies to have a positive effect on human beings.
Method
Participants
The main participants of this research study will be of ages between 18 and 35 years old. The total number of participants was 100, where they identified themselves as teens (n=70) and young adults (n=30). The participants who were recruited involved friends, classmates and staff in the institution. All the participants were recruited through social media platforms such as WhatsApp, Instagram and Facebook. The study took place in a tertiary learning institution.
Data Analysis
My first independent variable was the level of understanding of the participants from the study of fossils. Fossil study can be from museums or materials in the library which provide information about remains of plants or animals. This study involved the formulation of questions in the form of questionnaires to guide the participants. Previous studies' effect on the participants was the second independent variable. These studies are from articles or journals written about geology which may include printed or unprinted learning materials in libraries or national museums. The dependent variable of the study was the effect of geology on human beings. This variable was supposed to give a positive or an unfavorable report.
Materials
To make the study effective, I surveyed to identify each participant's age bracket through social media. Social media was mainly used because of the effect of covid-19 and wanted to avoid the risk of contracting the virus. I issued questionnaires to all the participants. The questionnaire had several statements where they were supposed to respond using a scale of 3 and select disagree, not sure or agree. The statements which the participants were required to answer were a total of five. I also used observation through visiting national museums to collect more information. I also utilized existing data to increase the effectiveness of the study. 
Procedure
I reached out to all the 100 participants required for the study through social media platforms. For this study, I issued questionnaires to all participants on their social media platforms. The use of social media was effective to ensure the safety and compliance of covid-19 measures. All the participants provided their accounts where I sent them a link containing the questions. Participants were allowed to quit the study if they decided to quit the survey. The participants were required to answer the question, “Does geology influence your understanding?” The question was to be answered on a scale of 3, where 1= agree, 2= not sure and 3= disagree. Participants were given enough time to complete the task. After the submission of tasks, I thanked all the participants for helping carry out the study. I also applied other external sources to back up my study. The secondary data was collected from historical records that are present in the museums and the school library. I also used government documents, magazines and some of the reliable academic materials that have been published.
Results
	Participants
	Total Number

	Teen
	70

	Young Adults
	30


Table 1: The total number of participants
	Participants
	Percentage (%)

	
	Agreed
	Not Sure
	Disagreed

	Teen
	75
	14
	2

	Young Adult
	99
	0.9
	0.1


Table 2: Response on the effect of fossil effect on human understanding

I conducted the study and came up with various outcomes. From the research, teens had 70% of the total participants. 75% of the teens agreed that fossils were essential to human understanding, 14% were not sure and 2% disagreed. Young adults represented 30% of the participants. 99% of the adults agreed that fossils influence human understanding. 0.9% were not sure, while 0.1% disagreed. 95% of the participants provided a positive effect of geology on human beings. 5% of participants claimed that geology has a negative effect on human beings.
Conclusion
From the results of the study conducted, all the participants showed that geology influences human beings. The study of organisms remains has a significant influence on human understanding. Information from printed and unprinted materials and museums provides a rich source of human understanding about events and studies that occurred years ago. Materials in the institution library provide a wide field of information which is essential for human understanding. Museums were essential because they provided information about geology. There was proof of the various organism remains displayed in the museums for viewing. Each fossil had information provided for better understanding, such as the name of the organism and the number of years the organism lived, thus creating a better understanding.
Recommendation
The study of plants and animals remains and past events play a significant role in human beings. Geology has been existing for many years and should be enhanced over generations. Geology broadens human understanding of their environment. Geology also helps human beings understand the reason for the extinction of some species. This understanding helps human beings create or provide a conducive environment to protect other endangered species and are at risk of becoming extinct. Examples include sea species are endangered due to water pollution, elephants are being hunted for their tusks and white rhinos are at risk of becoming extinct like dinosaurs. Human beings need to invest in geology because it leads to innovations and creativity in the future (Gill, 2017).
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